In relation to the exhibition, Janek Simon is working on a project in Nigeria to be continued in Lodz. The work evolves in time and the constantly expanding installation at the Museum reflects its different stages. The artist explores the marginalized (from the point of view of the global line-up) informal local economies and their connections to the supranational flow of capital.

In Lagos,  the artist visits the Alaba International Market, the largest market in Africa to which the used-up electronic equipment from Europe finds its way. It is further processed when it arrives: segregated, recycled, disassembled, sold or smelted to obtain raw materials. This grey area usually remains invisible to the countries exporting their garbage there. Alaba is the last, lowest level in the worldwide circulation of goods. The situation is represented in the metaphor “producers-consumers-reducers”. The economy of art is, in turn, symbolically inscribed near the top of this pyramid. In Nigeria, Janek Simon gathers various materials and e-mails them to the Museum. He then takes selected items with him and tries to include them in a new economic circulation in Lodz, also outside the exhibition space. To this end, he offers goods carried around in a  suitcase  as a tool that allows to examine and enter two distant economic contexts (Lagos – Lodz). 

Successive places in Simon’s journey are: Surulere, the center of local film production known as Nollywood, and Voodoo.  The artist plans to bring the accessories connected with these branches of production and sell them in the Bałuty district of Lodz.

In Festact Town Simon focuses, among others, on the „419 scam” phenomenon also known as the „Nigerian swindle”. This internet spam-wangling mechanism that bases on the victim being involved in fictitious money transfer, was an important part of Nigerian economy. The spamers’ anthem  I Go Chop Your Dollars – was a national hit of  2005. Festact Town is the centre of the scam. 

More information on the development of Janek Simon’s project will be available at the Museum website (www.msl.org.pl) and in the exhibition space. 

