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JWidzialem prawdziwe areydzielo: Rodakowskiego Por-
tret matki. Obraz ten godzien jest poprzednicgo’, kidry
tak olénil mnie na w zanotowal 8 kwietnia
1853 roku w

alowany po
wig, zostal wowez
prayjety przez francuskich kr
prof. Marii Poprzeckiej , Pierwsay W

zaprezentowany lonie i entu
ow. Zdaniem

a pochwalg
ce, slowo, krdrego uzywamy,
gdy widzimy w dziele urzeczywistnienie najwy
stopnia kunsziu v. Portret matki Rodakowsk
iagnigciem szu
ania, po dzien dzisiejszy
wysoko ocenianym, nigdy nie kwestionowanym w s
wartodciach. Tak trwala dobra fortuna byla jednak udzia-
tem niewielu obrazdw. Nieczesto tei, wlaszeza w owym
CEASIE, PrEYINaW
zastuguje fakt, Ze ary

im range vareydzieb". Na uwage
a nigdy tego obrazu nie sprzedal,

Ehodzi o Partret generata Henryka Dembidskiege (1852).
Euging Delacroix, Deisaniki, Wroclaw-Wars zawa=Krakdw 19638,

t. 1,5 320,

Maria Popragoka, Arcydriets malorstwo polskiogo, Warszawa 1997,
5. 5,120,

INTRODUCTION

DOROTA BEREELSKA

“I have just beheld a true masterpiece: Rodakowski's
Portrait of the Artist’s Mother. This paintin vorthy of
the previous one', which dazzled me so much at the ex
hibition™ — noted Eugéne Delacroix on 8 April 1853 in
his diary after visiting the Paris studio of Henryk Roda-
kowski. The portrait, painted during the artist's sojourn
in his hometown of Lviv, was at the time being presented
at the Salon and had been enthusiastically received by

ics. According to Profl. Maria Poprzecka,

“It was probably the first time that the word ‘'masterpiece’
had been used in relation toa painting by a Polish artist.
Itis a word that represents the highest praise in the lan-
guage of art, the word we use when we see in a work the
foremost degree of craftsmanship. Rodakowski's Por-
trait of the Artist’s Mother [..] was and has remained the
apogee of portraiture art, invariably from the moment of
its creation, and has never been questioned in terms of

the French cri

the values it represents. Such felicitous fortune, however,
was shared by few paintings. It was not often, especially
at the time, that paintings were accorded the rank of
‘masterpieces.” It is noteworthy that the artist never

Referring here ta Portrait of General Henryk Dembirski (1852).
Eugéne Belacroix, Dzienniki, Wroclaw-Warszawa-Krakéw 1968,
vol. 1, p. 320,

Maria Poprzgoka, Arcydzistn malorstwa polskisgo,

‘Warszawa 1997, pp. 5. 120.
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ROMAN EOCHANOWSE] (1857~




NDER GIERVMEK! (1850-1001)




LEON WYCZOLKOWSHI (1852-1936)
Gire w krokista | A Gome of Croguet, 1805
ol (it | oll, canvas; 100 ¥ 135 em




LEON WYCZOEKOWS KI (1852-1036)
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FERDYNAND RUSZCIVC (1870-1036)

o ;::::; ;I:\:‘J:::dcroud ok./ca. 1901 122—123




